Colonel John Brooks wrote that the army stayed together because of the
“Love of our Country.” Once again, Washington’s determination and patriotic vision inspired the troops to keep fighting.

The Army Grows Stronger Thanks to a German officer, the Baron von
Steuben, the inexperienced American army was transformed into a skilled
fighting force. Von Steuben began by forming a model company of 100 men.
He taught them how to handle weapons properly. He also showed them how
to fight the kind of formal battles favored by the British. (See Battle Tactics
on page 202.) Within a month, the troops were executing drills with speed
and precision. Because of this, the American army emerged from Valley Forge
as a more efficient and stronger fighting machine.
SUMMARIZE Describe how Valley Forge transformed the American army.

Frontier Fighting
KEY QUESTION Why did the war spread to the frontier?

L.

In the late 18th century, the region between the Appalachian Mountains
and the Mississippi River was known as the frontier; colonists had only just
begun to settle there. In 1763, the British had tried to restrict settlement in
this area and had built forts in the region.
But some believed that the frontier should
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